Rule changes and amended classes for 2018.     

Part Bred and Anglo Arabs (RIHS qualifiers)

The large class will no longer ridden by the Judge in the qualifying classes, they will however be ridden by the Judge at the final.

We recognise this will limit judging appointments for our Ride Judges. Ride Judges only will therefore be invited, (free of charge) to next year Future Judges Assessment for SP/SHP providing they have attained there 24th birthday on 1st January 2018.

Pretty Polly Classes

The Show Hunter Pony class will now revert to one mixed height class for ponies not exceeding 153cm. A new Pretty Polly mixed Intermediate class for Riding and Hunter types will be introduced for 2018. This will provide opportunities for riders and animals previously unable to qualify for the RIHS in this section to do so. Please do read the rules for competing in these classes carefully when the 2018 Rule Book is published.

Dope testing 

The length of time an animal can be banned from competing in BSPS classes following a positive dope test has been extended to 1 year as the direction of the disciplinary committee.

Fall of pony or rider 

The rules will be amended for 2018, a fall of the rider in ridden phase will still result in elimination. A fall of a rider in the in-hand phase may result in elimination at the discretion of the judge.  For example, there have been occasions when a child trips and falls due to ground conditions and not as result of the ponies’ behaviour and pony remains impeccably behaved where it would unfair to eliminate them from the class.  

Age of riders allowed to strip ponies in the ring or lunge them on the showground.  

The Society will be introducing a minimum age for children to strip a pony in the ring or lunge it on the show ground, this because of a child as young as 5 seen lunging a pony and one as young as 7 in the ring in a class where stallions were being exhibited. Whilst like me, you will find this behaviour by adults responsible for these children irresponsible, we have duty of care to not only of these children's safety but the safety of others. It is proposed that a child must have attained their 12th birthday as of the 1st January in the current year to either strip or lunge a pony at a BSPS show, except for stallions where age will same as in the Rule Book to ride a stallion.

Measuring plaited ponies

Only plaited ponies competing in RIHS qualifies will be required to measured prior to competing in these classes. The Society reserves the right to measure any pony registered and competing in our classes to be measured at any time. Ponies, owners and riders will still need to members of the BSPS to qualify for our Championship Shows. 

Attire

Members will have noted the Societies requirements on correct attire when competing in the ring in addition we would remind grooms entering the ring to also be correctly dressed.   

